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Welcome 
Caius (pronounced 'keys') is at the 

centre of University life in 

Cambridge. We’re also at the very 

centre of the town — moments away 

from many of Cambridge’s shops, 

cafés, clubs and pubs and only a few 

minutes’ walk from all the libraries, 

lecture halls and labs. 

 

We’re one of the larger Cambridge 

Colleges, with 160 new undergrads 

and 80 new grads admitted every 

year, but we’ve got a strong sense of 

community. The friendly atmosphere 

makes it an enjoyable and supportive 

place to live and study. 

 

Caius is home to students from every 

educational and social background, 

from all over the UK and from 

around the world. Our students 

“ “ 

Caius is a really friendly 

college. It’s large 

enough for you to find 

many like-minded 

friends, but small 

enough for you to know 

everyone in your year.  

Rachel, Geography 

come to us to study with some of the 

world’s leading academics, and also 

to take advantage of a huge range of  

social, cultural and sporting activities. 

They leave having discovered more 

about themselves and the subjects 

they study, and having made 

friendships that will last a lifetime. 
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Whichever College you’re at, you’ll 

have access to the same University-

based lectures, practical classes and 

seminars which form the backbone 

of our degrees. For many students, 

however, the most important part of 

their academic life in Cambridge is 

their supervisions.  

 

Organised by each College, 

supervisions are teaching sessions 

for individual students or small 

groups with an expert in a relevant 

subject. This personal tuition is one 

of the greatest strengths of studying 

at Cambridge and it’s what makes 

our degrees really special. 

Typically students have between one 

and four supervisions a week, each 

lasting an hour. What happens in a 

supervision varies from course to 

course, but usually students are 

expected to write an essay or work 

through some problems in advance.  

This work is then discussed in detail 

with the supervisor.  

 

Designed to help you develop skills 

to learn independently, supervisions 

are a fantastic opportunity to explore 

course material in greater depth and 

clarify any areas of uncertainty. They 

can also be tailored to your own 

interests and needs. 
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Undergraduate Study 

Every undergraduate course offered by the University is available at 

Caius. About half of our undergrads are studying science–based subjects 

and half arts–based subjects.  
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Our large number of fellows means 

that we can offer many supervisions 

in College, and one-to-one 

supervision remains relatively 

common. At Caius, you’ll have a 

Director of Studies, a subject 

specialist whose role is to organise 

your supervisions and to advise you 

on all aspects of your course. You’ll 

meet with your Director of Studies 

on a regular basis, and he or she will 

help you should any academic 

problems arise. 

 

Computing Facilities 

All student rooms are networked so 

you can connect to the internet and 

university network. Wifi is available 

in all public areas of the College, and 

computers, printers, photocopiers 

and scanners are available in the 

College library and computer rooms. 

Library  

Our library is often said to be the 

best College library in Cambridge 

and Oxford. As well as housing over 

100,000 books and journals, the 

library is a beautiful space for 

independent research and 

communal study. We regularly 

review our library holdings to make 

sure we’re up-to-date with the latest 

teaching and research publications. 

The library is open seven days a 

week, from 7am to 1am. 

 

In addition to the College library, 

students have access to their 

departmental libraries and to the 

University Library which is just across 

the road from our West Road site.  

All in all, both in terms of expert 

academic staff and facilities, our 

students are really well provided for. 
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Accommodation 
Caius guarantees accommodation for all undergraduates throughout 

their degree. Postgraduates are offered rooms for up to three years. 
Rooms range from modern en-suite 

study bedrooms, which every  

first-year undergraduate benefits 

from, to medieval ‘sets’, with a 

separate living room and bedroom. 

Rents vary accordingly, from around 

£100 to £150 per week, including 

heating, cleaning, electricity and 

internet. You only pay rent when 

you’re in residence, and our short 

terms and not-for-profit approach 

mean that accommodation costs are 

often significantly lower than at 

other universities.  

 

All rooms are fully furnished and free 

laundry facilities are available on site. 

We have purpose-designed rooms 

for disabled students, and all main 

buildings are wheelchair accessible. 

 

All first-year students live together 

on the West Road site, which makes 

it easier to form friendships in the 

first few weeks at university. Across 

the River Cam and just a few 

minutes' walk from the Old Courts, 

this site is right next to the University 

Library and the main arts faculty 

buildings. Students are allocated  

en-suite rooms in either Harvey 

Court, which has recently been 

refurbished, or the ultra-modern 

Stephen Hawking building.  
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The Stephen Hawking Building: first year accommodation 

 

“ 
“ 

After your first year, rooms are 

allocated through a ballot system. It’s 

possible to ballot as a group, so you 

can choose to live with your friends. 

 

Typically, second-years live in one of 

our College-owned houses which are 

all are about ten minutes from the Old 

Courts by bicycle, or in newly-

appointed rooms on Rose Crescent 

and Green Street in the city centre.  

 

The College's main site, the Old 

Courts, lies at the very centre of the 

city. These five beautiful, historic 

courtyards are a hidden gem housing 

many of our third-year students. 

From my first year in Harvey Court to my third year in  

Tree Court, every time I missed home I just looked out of my 

windows and felt lucky to be here in Cambridge! 

 Saba, English 
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Tree Court: third year accommodation 
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Food and drink 
Lunch and dinner are served in the College Hall daily, and breakfast is 

available in the College bar.  

“ 
Caius is unique amongst Cambridge 

Colleges in that a three-course meal 

is served in Hall every evening. There 

are two dinner sittings each night, 

the second of which is known as 

Formal Hall.  Gowns are worn at 

Formal Hall, but it’s a relaxed 

occasion. As an undergraduate, you’ll 

pay for 36 dinners a term (around 

four per week) up front.  Our 

students find that eating together 

provides a relaxing break from their 

busy schedules and the chance to 

catch up with friends.  

 

Breakfast and lunch are informal, 

cafeteria-style meals with a variety of 

hot and cold dishes to choose from.  

 

There’s also a meal deal available in 

the bar at lunchtime. We can cater 

for a wide range of special dietary 

requirements. 

 

Once a term, Caius has a very 

popular ‘Super Hall’- a great value 

four-course dinner. Students often 

invite friends from other Colleges as 

part of birthday parties and other 

celebrations. In the summer, a 

barbeque is available for students at 

our West Road site. 

 

If you want to prepare your own 

snacks and simple meals, there are 

small shared kitchens in all College 

accommodation.  

“ 
The Hall system provides the 

opportunity to unwind after a 

long day – just turn up and 

you’re sure to see someone 

you know (or meet someone 

new) and get talking. 

James, Natural Sciences 
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Caius has lots of places to relax and 

meet friends. The College bar was rated 

the prettiest in Cambridge by a student 

newspaper, and has Sky TV and a pool 

table.  There are two common rooms, 

one in Old Courts and one on the West 

Road site.  
 
Students’ Union 
Undergraduates and graduates are 

represented by the Gonville and Caius 

Students’ Union (GCSU).  The GCSU 

campaigns on matters of student 

interest, as well as organising parties 

and social events. 

 

Clubs and Societies 
Caius has students with a very wide 

range of interests. Currently, there are 

around 45 clubs and societies to choose 

from, including sports, music, politics, 

poker, chess, and pool. All are free to 

join, and open to beginners. 

 

The student-run drama society, the 

Shadwell Society, offers opportunities 

to perform, direct and produce plays. 

For aspiring journalists, as well as those 

who want to keep up with College 

gossip, there’s the College newsletter, 

Caiustone. We also offer free weekly art 

classes in our dedicated art studio. 

 

In the unlikely event that there’s no 

group for your particular interest, you 

could start one yourself. Just find a few 

like-minded people and there’s a good 

chance that we’ll support you by 

providing a venue or funding.  

Student Life 
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Sport 
Caius has a strong sporting tradition, routinely performing very well in 

inter-collegiate competitions and regularly providing representatives to 

University teams.  

“ 

“ 
It takes a bit of time management, 

but you can definitely fit in a  

social life and other pursuits  

alongside your studies. 

 Meera, Medicine 
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The College has excellent sporting 

facilities which are available to all 

members. The sports ground at 

Barton Road, a few minutes’ walk 

from the West Road site, has a 

pavilion, cricket pitch, one hard and 

nine grass tennis courts, two squash 

courts, and an all-weather synthetic 

grass court which is used for tennis 

and basketball. We also have our 

own College boathouse.  

 

Our new gym on the West Road site 

has cardiovascular machines, weights 

machines and a collection of free 

weights. It’s open daily until 11pm 

and membership costs just £10. 

There are College clubs for many 

sports including football, rugby, 

hockey, athletics, cross-country, 

rowing, badminton, cricket, tennis, 

squash and ultimate frisbee. Most 

are free to join and open to students 

at any level of ability. The College 

runs the Bell-Wade Bursary Scheme 

which supports excellence in sport. 
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sic Caius is a musical College, with a lot to get 

involved in. There's a very active student-

run music society, a music and instrumental 

awards scheme and popular jazz nights and 

open mic nights in the College bar. Our 

music facilities include an excellent 

performance venue, a good set of practice 

rooms and a Steinway grand piano. 

 

The College Choir is amongst the very best 

in Cambridge and Oxford. It is made up of 

twenty-three choral scholars and two organ 

scholars who are appointed following a 

rigorous musical audition. The choir sings 

three services in the Chapel each week 

during term. It has produced many critically 

acclaimed recordings, and tours extensively 

in the UK and abroad. Visit our website for 

details about choral and organ awards. 

Music 
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Every student has a Tutor whose 

responsibility is to offer pastoral 

support and confidential advice on 

any aspect of student life. Tutors can 

help with financial issues, practical 

difficulties and personal problems.   

 

Caius has a nurse who runs drop-in 

sessions at the on-site health centre 

every weekday in term. 

 

The Caius Student Union works to 

ensure student welfare. Two elected 

student Welfare Officers are trained 

to offer peer support. As a new first-

year, you’ll be assigned second-year 

College ‘parents’ who can offer 

friendly advice to help you settle in. 

Financial worries should not 

discourage any UK student from 

applying to Cambridge. The cost of 

studying here is comparable to that 

of many other UK universities, and in 

many cases it’s cheaper to study 

here. College accommodation, 

meals, libraries and sports facilities 

all keep costs low, and living in the 

city centre cuts out travel costs. 

 

The University of Cambridge offers 

generous means-tested bursaries 

over and above any governmental 

support.  On top of that, Caius has 

grants to assist all students with the 

cost of books, travel, sports, music 

and unexpected hardship. 

Support 
Caius offers a very supportive environment. We work hard to ensure 

that all of our students are happy, healthy and successful.  
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We’re always delighted when our 

own undergraduates stay on to do 

further study with us, but most of 

our postgraduates come to us from 

other universities, including a large 

number from overseas.  We really 

value the contribution they all make 

to the academic and social life of the 

College.  We consider candidates for 

all graduate courses offered by the 

University except for the graduate 

degree in Medicine. 

 

We provide rooms in College houses 

for all graduate students for up to 

three years, and we have a limited 

amount of accommodation which is 

suitable for couples and families.  

Our postgraduate students play a full 

and active part in College and 

University life. They have their own 

Tutors and a common room, the 

Middle Common Room (MCR). The 

MCR Committee runs a full 

programme of academic and social 

activities. Special dinners are 

arranged regularly for postgraduates 

and their guests in the College Hall, 

together with exchange dinners with 

other Colleges, speaker meetings 

and music and arts events. 

 

The College is pleased to offer a 

number of scholarships and 

studentships for postgraduate study. 

Details are available on our website. 

Postgraduate study 
Caius has a large and thriving community of around 280 graduate 

students who come to Cambridge from all over the world. 
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Applying 
Applying for undergraduate study at 

Cambridge and Caius is a very 

straightforward process and is much 

the same as that for other UK 

universities. Everything we do is 

focused on our core aim: to offer 

admission to students of the greatest 

intellectual potential, irrespective of 

social, racial, religious and financial 

considerations.  We’re interested in 

your academic results, your 

commitment to your subject and 

your aptitude for high-level study. 

 

There’s a lot of information about 

Cambridge courses and academic 

requirements on both the College 

and University websites.  A great way 

to find out more about what it’s like 

to live and study here is to come and 

visit us. You can meet our Fellows 

 

“ “ 

I was pretty nervous 

before my interview, but   

the interviewers were 

really friendly and helped 

me when I got stuck. In 

the end, it was actually 

really interesting – quite 

like a supervision. 

Simon, Economics 

and our students at our two Open 

Days each July.  We also hold a 

special Maths Open Day in May.  At 

other times, you’re very welcome to 

get in touch and to arrange a visit, 

either as an individual or as part of a 

school group. 



15 

w
w

w
.ca

i.ca
m

.a
c.u

k
 

M
ap

 

© Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge 

Photography by Dan White, Ed Brambley and James Polyblank 

Map 



Admissions Office 

Gonville & Caius College 

Trinity Street 

Cambridge, CB2 1TA 

01223 332413 

admissions@cai.cam.ac.uk 

 

www.cai.cam.ac.uk 

www.facebook.com/caiusadmissions 

www.caiusjcr.co.uk/prospectus 


