
CAIUS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held at 5.30 p.m. on Friday 7 October 2016 

in Professor Fitzsimons’ rooms, B2 Gonville Court. 

Present: Dr John Latimer (President), Professor James Fitzsimons, Professor Joe 

Herbert, Professor Bleddyn Jones (Honorary Treasurer),  Dr Kevin O’Shaughnessy 

(Honorary Secretary), Professor Roger Carpenter, Dr Ferdia Gallagher, Dr Stephen 

Gibson, Professor Kay-Tee Khaw, Dr Duncane Massey, Dr Cosmas Nnochiri, Dr 

David Riches, Mr Chris Gilmartin, Mrs Julia Mantle 

Apologies were received from: Dr Mike Adams, Mr Stephen Brearley, Dr Andrew 

Breeze, Professor Morris Brown, Professor Dino Guissani, Dr Arpan Mehta, Dr 

Helen Mott, Dr K J Patel, Professor Eugene Paykel, Dr Julian Sale. 

It was agreed: 

1. To accept the minutes of the Meeting of Friday 9 October 2015. 

 

2. Matters arising: 

It was agreed to defer any anniversary dinners until 2018 when accommodation will 

be available. 

Mentoring was discussed and it was agreed that MedSoc could approach the CMA 

for contacts via the Development Office database.  It was felt that it was more 

important to help current undergraduates initially than possible future applicants for 

medicine. The possibility of circulating the CMA membership with a form for 

completion if members would be willing to help was discussed.  It was agreed that 

there could also be a link to the new CMA website to facilitate this. 

3. Matters to Report 

 

4.  

The minutes of the sub-committee meeting on 9 August 2016 were circulated. 

 

 The letters to those still only paying £10 subs pa and by standing order will be 

sent out in the next week. 

 We will continue to use Barclays for the CMA bank account. 

 The new website is ready to go live, subject to JAL approval. 

 Facebook group to be set up (JAL) to allow people to publish memoirs and 

students to make contacts re electives etc. 

 Details of website and Facebook to be included in email from JAL to all alumni 

and MedSoc to be sent out shortly on our behalf by Development Office. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 



 

The Treasurer presented his report which was accepted. 

 

The finances are currently healthy with nearly £18,000 in the bank; it was 

decided that we could afford more for student bursaries, especially if JAL’s 

forthcoming letter increases subscriptions and gift aid. 

 

The cost to delegates of the dinner, wine and accommodation for the annual 

meeting was felt to be too high, especially for students.  The possibility of the 

meeting being booked by JAL (as a Fellow) with 20% discount and access to 

Fellows Wine prices will be looked into and JAL will contact the College 

Council.  Ways of offering students cheaper accommodation for the night of 

the meeting were also discussed – JM will arrange meeting with the Senior 

Bursar to discuss. 

 

6. Annual Meeting 2017. 

 

6.1 The date of Saturday 24 June 2017 was confirmed.  As this is still in 

Full Term, accommodation will not be available in SHB.  KMO to 

contact Senior Porter to book five FGRs for the night of the meeting 

and ask The President if we can book more. 

6.2 The format of the last three years (with four speakers) was agreed. 

6.3 Speakers for 2017 

 

The following short-list was agreed: 

 

a) The Vice-Chancellor (Professor Sir Leszec Borysiewicz) is confirmed as 

first speaker. 

 

JAL will invite the following: 

b) Dino Giussani (unable to speak last year) or Kypros Nicolaides if DG 

unavailable. 

c) Giles Yeo – Dept of Neuroscience – We’re Getting Fatter and Does it 

Matter? – or David Spiegelhalter – Sex by Numbers – if unavailable 

d) Simon Sebag Montefiore – ‘arts talk’ or JAL will email committee if 

unavailable for alternative. 

 

7. Newsletter  

Costs to be cut by using the College to print and send out a smaller number of 

Newsletters (around 75 copies) at around £200 including postage and labels.  

Quality not as good as commercially printed.  Newsletters to be emailed 

wherever possible.  The Newsletter will also be posted on the CMA website 

and on the CMA Facebook page. 

 



8. Date of next meeting – Friday 6 October 2017 (tbc). 

 

9. Any Other Business 

 

 

9.1 The possibility of a London Dinner will be discussed further at the 

business meeting next June.  Locations could include The Royal 

Society of Medicine and The Reform Club. 

9.2 JAL will contact James Howell in the Development Office to ask if the 

CMA meeting could be written up in Once a Caian by an 

undergraduate (in exchange for a free dinner at the annual meeting).  

JAL will revert to Chris Gilmartin for him to arrange for next year’s 

meeting. 

9.3 It was noted that nobody from BNC attended the 2016 meeting and it 

was felt that this was due to the transport and accommodation costs.  

Could BNC subsidise their students to attend? 

9.4 Possible speakers for 2018 meeting: 

 Gianni Angelini (Bristol Heart Surgeon who was formerly an 

airline pilot) 

 Lord (Nigel) Crisp 

 

(Postscript: KMO and JM discussed the possibility of asking Dr Michael 

Wood to give his presentation on ‘The Car on the Senate House Roof’ 

as the ‘arts’ talk as it will be the 60th anniversary of this taking place in 

1958 with predominantly Caius undergraduates.) 

 

The meeting closed at 7.10 p.m. 

 

 


