
Archaeology 
 

The Archaeology Admissions Assessment will be taken via the assessment Moodle platform. 
You may take the assessment at your home or school – whichever environment feels the 
most comfortable to you and has the most reliable internet connection. The assessment will 
not be invigilated. 
 
The assessment requires you to analyse and reflect on one or more images and to answer 
four related questions.    
   
You have 60 minutes to complete the assessment; an additional 30 minutes is provided to 
allow you to download the assessment paper and upload your completed response. If you 
have been granted extra time to complete the assessment, then please refer to the timing 
provided to you by the College assessing your application. 
 
Answers should be typed, and the use of word-processing apps is permitted.  
   
The assessment does not presume that you have encountered this material before; it is simply 
a self-contained exercise in analysis, and the ability to deploy arguments effectively, and write 
clearly – all skills which archaeologists will need to use continuously throughout their 
undergraduate studies. You may use additional resources, but you should remember that 
time spent looking for them will mean less time for planning and writing your answer. Aim to 
write about 200 words for each answer.    
 
In your answers, we will be looking for evidence that you have:  

 the ability to think analytically   

 the ability to produce a coherent argument   

 the ability to select and use evidence appropriately   

 the ability to address the question directly and clearly   

 precision, clarity and facility of writing under time pressure   
 
Not all answers will demonstrate these qualities equally but the best answers will show signs 
of all, or nearly all, of them.    
 
It is essential that you include your name and UCAS Personal ID number at the top of any 
document uploaded and please save your answer as a PDF with the file name:  
UCAS number_College_Surname_First Name 
 
Answers will be checked for academic integrity, including plagiarism and the undeclared use 
of artificial intelligence; this will include where passages have been produced by AI and 
manually rewritten. Breaches of academic integrity are taken seriously and will invalidate 
your application.  
 
If you experience any difficulty during the assessment, either technical or personal, you 
should report this as soon as possible via assessment@admin.cam.ac.uk for taking into proper 
consideration. 

mailto:assessment@admin.cam.ac.uk

