
PBS Admissions Test 
 
The following text is a short extract from a 1950 essay by Michael Oakeshott, a former student 
and Fellow of Gonville and Caius College.  Please read these pages and then compose, in your 
own words, a short summary of Oakeshott’s view of what a university is.  Keep your summary to 
not more than 400 words.  Your account should be quite neutral:  for the purposes of this test, 
we are not asking you to evaluate Oakeshott’s position. 
 
We hope you will find the passage interesting.  In its use of gender and in other respects, it 
should, of course, be read as a document of its time.  











	


